
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FORECAST   

June:  

Full Sunshine   

July: 

Mostly Sunny   

 
 

 

 Have A  
Great Summer! 

  The weather this spring 
has been particularly ac-
tive.  We all notice as we 
watch the weatherman 
display their graphics, 
the illustrations showing 
how storms form as air 
masses push against 
each other.  This is usu-
ally depicted with arrows 
pointing obstinately to-
ward each other.   The 
illustrations explain how 
the dynamics begin to 
swirl in the atmosphere 
and spawn rotations 
which then build into se-
vere storms or torna-
dos.  

  Those depictions  
remind me of this time of 
year in the  
education process.   
Balancing good  
teaching with planning 
for new common core 

standards,  
measuring student 
mastery against ad-
ministering account-
ability tests,  
anticipating summer 
and next school year 
in light of unprece-
dented budgetary con-
cerns….pushing, pull-
ing, building…and the 
storm begins to 
form.  It does feel like 
a whirlwind some-
times.   
  Even so, just as with 
the weather forecast, 
blustery days always 
give way to brighter 
ones.  In no time at 
all, we will be antici-
pating the first day of 
another school year 
without even a 
thought of the stress it 
took to get through 
this stormy spring. 

 

Wayne Roberts 
KAAC President 
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     The 2010-11 BAC of the Year was nominated 

by the district’s Superintendent, the school princi-

pal, and the district’s DAC.  She is described as 

having “a positive attitude and love for children 

which are reflected in both her counseling and 

building assessment coordinator duties.”  Her ef-

ficiency, organizational skills, and genuine con-

cern for the education of students are exemplary.  

It was with sincere conviction and the support of 

all Paintsville Elementary School staff that she 

was enthusiastically recommended for this  

prestigious award. 

   The 2010-11 DAC of the Year was nomi-

nated by her Superintendent, the chairperson 

for the Board of Education, a BAC, a principal, 

and directors of technology, special education, 

and instructional teams.  The extensive nomi-

nation letter describes our DAC of the Year as 

“a visionary leader” whose leadership “spans 

into strong advocacy for students and student 

achievement.”  According to the nomination,  

“Her … advocacy for implementing a rigorous 

testing system within the district, and her per-

sonal involvement in the well-being of all stu-

dents have proven quintessential in encom-

passing the belief that no child will be left  

Behind!”  
2010-2011 KAAC  

District Assessment Coordinator of the Year 
Teresa Caudill, Bath County 

2010 KAAC  
Building Assessment Coordinator  

of the Year 
Margy Rapier, Paintsville Independent 



SAVE THE DATE!!!! 

Scott Trimble Workshop on Instruction and Assessment 

“Embracing Change” 
New Standards, New Assessments and a Focus on Individual Student Needs 

October 24 & 25, 2011 

 

Speakers: 

Terry Holliday, KDE Commissioner of Education 

Gene Wilhoit, Executive Director-Council of Chief State School Officers 

Ken Draut, Associate Commissioner-KDE Office of Assessment and Accountability 

 

2 Pre-Workshop Sessions (Differentiation & Formative Assessment) 

Vendor Area (including the new state assessment contractors) 

27 Breakout Sessions 

EILA Credit Available 

3 Meals Included in Registration Price 

To help with tight budgets, registration prices will remain the same as last year!  

($150 for early registration) 

 

                   Keep checking the KAAC website for more  

                       information as it becomes available 

 

                                                

 

                     www.kaac.org 
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With the selection of ACT, Inc. as the vendor for Kentucky’s end-of-course (EOC) assess-

ments, there may be interest in how ACT products align with the Common Core      

Academic Standards in English/language arts and mathematics. ACT was an early 

partner in the Common Core Standards process, and there is information on ACT, Inc.’s 

website about alignment between ACT products and the standards.  

See a lengthy analysis of that here: http://www.act.org/commoncore/pdf/

CommonCoreAlignment.pdf 

  

A more concise report is available here: http://www.act.org/commoncore/pdf/

FirstLook.pdf 

  

ACT, Inc. also provided an overview of a next-generation assessment system here: 

http://www.act.org/commoncore/pdf/NextGeneration.pdf 

  

For more details, contact the Office of Assessment and Accountability, Division of Support 

and Research at (502) 564-4394. 

 

ACT AND END-OF-COURSE ASSESSMENTS 

 

ACT QualityCore® link to resources –  

The ACT QualityCore® has been chosen to provide Kentucky’s end-of-course assessments 

for high school in the following courses:  Algebra II, Biology, English II, and U.S.  

History.  QualityCore Educational  Resources that will allow teachers to customize  

instruction for meeting individual student needs are available. 

 

 ACT AND COMMON CORE  

              STANDARDS 

http://www.act.org/commoncore/pdf/CommonCoreAlignment.pdf
http://www.act.org/commoncore/pdf/CommonCoreAlignment.pdf
http://www.act.org/commoncore/pdf/FirstLook.pdf
http://www.act.org/commoncore/pdf/FirstLook.pdf
http://www.act.org/commoncore/pdf/NextGeneration.pdf
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The following contains information about all QualityCore Educator Resources for Algebra 

II, Biology, English 10 (II), and U.S. History. Each link will direct you to the following 

course specific resources: 

 

Educator’s Guide (the same guide for all courses) 

Course Description and Syllabus 

Course Outline 

Course Objectives/Standards 

Rigor and Relevance Template 

Instructional Unit Plan 

Guidelines for Developing an Instructional Unit 

One Sample Instructional Unit 

End-Of-Course Test Blueprint 

 

The Educator's Guide is a great resource to familiarize you with QualityCore. The guide 

provides practical information on how all the instructional resources are intended to be 

used. It includes activities to guide educators in comparing their current instructional  

materials with QualityCore materials.  

  

 

 

 

ACT and the Kentucky Department of Education continue to discuss  

options for a seamless implementation to allow Kentucky educators access into the secure 

QualityCore Web system.  Once an implementation process is finalized, the secure  

QualityCore  Web system will become your primary portal for 24/7 access to all the above  

Educator Resources plus: 

 

 ACT AND END-OF-COURSE ASSESSMENTS (Con’t) 
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 ACT AND END-OF-COURSE ASSESSMENTS (Con’t) 

QualityCore Formative Item Pools that are linked to specific objectives/standards and  

contain  

250 multiple-choice and constructed-response items 

four to six sample benchmark assessments 

End-of-Course assessments 

QualityCore’s dynamic reporting tool through the QualityCore Web system  

To further support implementation, the following resources will be sent to all Kentucky 

schools: 

Getting Started CDs 

ACT College Readiness Standards Course Specific Posters 

Below are resources for the four end-of-course assessments: 

Algebra II QualityCore Educator Resources 

  http://www.act.org/qc/KYAlgebra2 

Biology QualityCore Educator Resources 

  http://www.act.org/qc/KYBiology 

English 10 QualityCore Educator Resources 

  http://www.act.org/qc/KYUSHistory 

U.S. History QualityCore Educator Resources 

  http://www.act.org/qc/KYEnglish10 

 

Note on U.S. History: The QualityCore U.S. History end-of-course test measures a  

survey of history from colonial times to the present. ACT, Inc. is modifying the U.S.  

History end-of-course test for Kentucky’s statewide purchase. ACT will reduce the  

number of items covering content before Reconstruction, but will not remove all items. A 

small percentage of items covering pre-Reconstruction must remain to maintain national 

norms.  

 

Kentucky teachers of U.S. History will have access to all instructional and curricular  

support materials for the QualityCore U.S. History program to supplement existing  

curriculum and resources. Kentucky’s high school curriculum in U.S. History remains  

focused on Reconstruction to the present.  
 

For additional information regarding QualityCore Educator Resources, visit: www.QualityCore.org. 

http://www.act.org/qc/KYAlgebra2
http://www.act.org/qc/KYBiology
http://www.act.org/qc/KYUSHistory
http://www.act.org/qc/KYEnglish10
http://www.qualitycore.org/


   When I started my teaching career over 15 years ago, the biggest buzz word out there was differentiation.  Every  
workshop, every piece of educational literature and every vendor would throw the word just to be on the cutting edge.  
However, very few educators really knew were to begin. 
 
   Carol Ann Tomlinson quickly emerged as the ―Godfather‖ of differentiation.  Her early work grounded my beliefs about 
differentiation.  In one of my first leadership roles in Daviess County I facilitated a book study on her first book about  
differentiation—The Differentiated Classroom.  During that book study teacher after teacher would comment that they 
believed in differentiation but had no idea how to make it a reality in their classroom. 

   Tomlinson latest book, Leading and Managing A Differentiated Classroom, provides insight into how to make a         
differentiated classroom a reality. 

Far away there is the sunshine are my highest aspirations.  I may not reach them, but I can look up and see their beauty, believe 
in them, and try to follow where they lead. –Louisa May Alcott 

   Opening with the above quote, the book takes teachers on a journey through leading and managing a classroom with 
differentiation as the focus.  In the first section on leading one of the best chapters deals with talking to students and     
parents about differentiation.  Drawing on years of experience, practical advice is offered.  The authors emphasize the 
importance of student data when discussing differentiation. 

   The second section focuses on the day to day operations of a differentiated classroom. From daily routines to record 
keeping, the authors give practical advice.  Finally, the book ends with a teacher toolkit packed with helpful documents. 

   Like most books from ASCD, I call this book a skinny book.  You should be able to easily get through it in a couple of 

evenings.  If you are like me and keep striving for a differentiated classroom, this book is a great read. 
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Leading and Managing A Differentiated Classroom 
by Carol Ann Tomlinson and  Marcia B. Imbeau 

ISBN-13: 978-1416610748 

Reviewed by Jana Beth Slibeck Francis  
Director of Assessment, Research and Curriculum Development   

Daviess County Public Schools  
Secretary, KAAC 

 

    How to Become a Member of KAAC  
   Register and attend the annual KAAC Workshop held each fall. Workshop 

fees include automatic membership into this important state organization!  

OR  

Visit our website www.kaac.org and access the  
Application for Membership form.  

 
                                     Contact kaac@kaac.org for additional information. 
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It was announced on February 4, 2011 that the Kentucky Department of Education 

(KDE) received a two-year, $1 million grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

to support implementation of the new Common Core Academic Standards (CCAS).  

Below is an article that contains additional information about the Gates-Funded In-

structional Tools. 

Education Week February 18, 2011: Curriculum Matters 

An Early Glimpse at Gates-Funded Instructional Tools 
By Catherine Gewertz  
 

A new set of papers from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation offers us an early look at the 

lessons and assessments they're developing for the common core standards. 

You might recall that the foundation, which has supported the development and adoption of 

the common standards themselves, awarded $19 million in grants early last year to "design 

collaboratives" to build an array of instructional tools for teachers striving to teach to the 

new standards. When those grants were announced, only one state—Kentucky—had 

adopted the common standards. Now 43 states and the District of Columbia have done so. 

(The Gates Foundation also supports Editorial Projects in Education, which publishes Edu-

cation Week.) 

 

In a new monograph, "Supporting Instruction: Investing in Teaching", the Gates Founda-

tion's Carina Wong, who oversees this grant area, updates us on the work that's being pi-

loted in 14 school districts in eight states. Two shorter papers offer examples of the tasks 

and tools from the math and literacy areas. The first full versions of these tools should be 

ready this coming fall, the paper says, and eventually will be available for free on the Inter-

net. 

 

The math work highlighted in the paper focuses on "formative assessment lessons" being 

created for grades 7 to 10 by the Shell Centre in England and the University of California-

Berkeley. Designed to be part of a teacher's curriculum, the assessments aim to engage 

students in a "productive struggle" with math, and draw them toward the knowledge needed 

to do the calculations correctly, as well as master concepts and apply them. Students com-

plete an initial assessment task, then participate in small-group collaborative activities and 

whole-class discussion before returning to the initial assessment to improve their original 

responses. 

http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Pages/home.aspx
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/high-school-connections/
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2010/06/09/33common-strategy_ep.h29.html
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2010/02/18/22gates.h29.html
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/highschools/Documents/supporting-instruction.pdf
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/college-ready-education/Documents/supporting-instruction-cards-math.pdf
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/college-ready-education/Documents/supporting-instruction-cards-literacy.pdf
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Education Week : An Early Glimpse at Gates-Funded Instructional Tools (Conôt) 

The idea is to use this process "every couple of weeks," in varying ways, so teachers can 

get an evolving sense of how their students are doing, the paper says. The formative tools 

will be accompanied by professional-development modules and classroom-based summa-

tive assessments that mix shorter and longer answer formats. Another grantee, Math Solu-

tions, is designing a web-based interview tool for middle school teachers to help them get a 

sense of their students' learning. 

 

In literacy, the design collaborative of school districts, teachers, and other partners is work-

ing on a "set of connected components" that embody the common standards. These include 

the "centerpiece" of the approach: "template tasks," fill-in-the-blank tasks that require stu-

dents in grades 6 to 12 to read, analyze and write about a variety of types of texts. There 

are also instructional modules to help teachers extend instruction on given tasks or skill sets 

for several weeks. The system can be scaled up or down by expanding upon the template 

tasks and instructional modules. Full courses are still being developed. 

 

The foundation also notes that it is subjecting its work to "continuous review" to ensure its 

tools are aligned with the summative assessments being developed by two groups of states 

with federal Race to the Top funding as those are developed. The foundation also says that 

in addition to the literacy design collaborative, it is working on a literacy-based middle-

school science curriculum, better ways to measure text complexity, and a tool to match stu-

dents with the right reading and writing assignments. 

Links to sample information: 

http://www.gatesfoundation.org/highschools/Documents/supporting-instruction.pdf 

http://www.gatesfoundation.org/college-ready-education/Documents/supporting-instruction-
cards-literacy.pdf 

Kentucky schools involved in the 2010-11 school year LDC and MDC pilots:  

Literacy Design Collaborative—Kenton County (lead), Boyle County, Daviess County, 
Fayette County, Jessamine County and Rockcastle County 

Mathematics Design Collaborative—
Kenton County (lead), Boone County, 
Daviess County, Jefferson County 
(Doss and Iroquois High Schools), Jes-
samine County and Warren County 

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-assessment/resources.html
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/highschools/Documents/supporting-instruction.pdf
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/college-ready-education/Documents/supporting-instruction-cards-literacy.pdf
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/college-ready-education/Documents/supporting-instruction-cards-literacy.pdf
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The Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS) 

It is the Commonwealth’s vision that every Kentucky teacher will have a full set of tools available at his/

her fingertips to improve every student’s learning. As a teacher prepares for a lesson, through the CIITS, 

he/she can access each student’s data to identify which concepts need further exploration and attention in 

the classroom, access exemplary lesson/unit plans and even view podcasts from master teachers or higher 

education faculty on key concepts across the standards. This online environment will allow educators to 

engage in dialogue about educational practice through social networking tools. Teachers’ use and applica-

tion of the CIITS in their daily classroom practice will become an important aspect of their ongoing pro-

fessional learning. 

 

Once the first set of high-quality, aligned instructional tools have been finalized by the end of August 

2010, they will be made available through the CIITS. This instructional improvement system will include 

the following components: 

         Curriculum Resources will provide resources for curriculum mapping and vertical and horizon-

tal alignment of instruction; also allow for cross-walking of the previous Kentucky standards to 

the new core standards and allows for development of learning progressions and learning targets. 

         Assessment Resources will provide rich information on student learning by allowing users to 

build, deliver, score, and report on assessments for formative and summative purposes across all 

relevant levels of assessment use: classroom assessment, interim benchmark assessment, and an-

nual accountability testing; will support assessment for learning by putting the results of these fre-

quent assessments into teachers and students hands – increasing the descriptive feedback (and de-

creasing the evaluative feedback) and helping students and their teachers truly understand what 

they are learning; also will include standards-based grade book, student portfolios, and multiple 

measures reporting. 

         Instruction Resources will provide instructional strategies, interventions and student learning 

resources, incorporating existing resources that Kentucky teachers already have and use (e.g., En-

cycloMedia, Kentucky Learning Depot, Kentucky Virtual Library). 

         Professional Learning Resources will provide rich tools for teacher and principal informal ob-

servation and formal evaluation, teacher portfolios, and the evaluation of professional learning 

opportunities themselves; also will provide resources such as online learning courses for job-

embedded professional development including custom publishing tools to support collaborative 

development and sharing of local content among professional learning teams and networks. 

         School Improvement Resources will allow schools and districts to create, monitor and evaluate 

the effectiveness of their improvement efforts. The system will allow for continuous improvement 

planning within schools and across districts. It will also allow school and district audits to be con-

ducted in a more efficient manner and for schools and districts to track results against a variety of 

data sets. 
 

Terry Holliday, Ph.D.   
άIŜ ǿƘƻ ŘŀǊŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘΣ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΦάIŜ ǿƘƻ ŘŀǊŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘΣ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΦ  έ έ   
                                                                                                                                                                    ~John Cotton Dana~John Cotton Dana  
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From the Office of Next Generation Learners  

Links to the model curriculum and deconstructed standards:  

Deconstructed Standards: 

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources 
Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources 
English+Language+Arts+Deconstructed+Standards.htm 
 

Model Curriculum Framework: 

http://www.education.ky.gov/kde/instructional%20resources/curriculum 
20documents%20and%20resources/kentucky%20model%20curriculum 
20framework.htm 

The ELA appendices are now available on the KDE website. They are a 
GREAT RESOURCE for implementing the new ELA  
Standards: 
 

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/
Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/Program+of+Studies/
Common+Core+Appendices.htm 

The Lexile Framework for Reading  
Short Introductory Video  

                       
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AiFm2Jr8FzY 

KDE on Facebook and Twitter: 
 
KDEôs Facebook page can be accessed at https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Frankfort-KY/Kentucky-Department-of-Education/206750929353908 or by search-
ing for ñKentucky Department of Educationò on Facebook under ñGovernment Or-
ganization.ò 

  
Subscribe to the KDE Twitter feed by connecting to @KyDeptofEd. 

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/English+Language+Arts+Deconstructed+Standards.htm
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/English+Language+Arts+Deconstructed+Standards.htm
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/English+Language+Arts+Deconstructed+Standards.htm
http://www.education.ky.gov/kde/instructional%20resources/curriculum%20documents%20and%20resources/kentucky%20model%20curriculum%20framework.htm
http://www.education.ky.gov/kde/instructional%20resources/curriculum%20documents%20and%20resources/kentucky%20model%20curriculum%20framework.htm
http://www.education.ky.gov/kde/instructional%20resources/curriculum%20documents%20and%20resources/kentucky%20model%20curriculum%20framework.htm
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/Program+of+Studies/Common+Core+Appendices.htm
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/Program+of+Studies/Common+Core+Appendices.htm
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/Program+of+Studies/Common+Core+Appendices.htm
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Frankfort-KY/Kentucky-Department-of-Education/206750929353908
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Frankfort-KY/Kentucky-Department-of-Education/206750929353908


  

 

 

LET US HEAR 

FROM YOU! 

WEõRE  ON  THE  WEB  

WWW.KAAC .ORG 

The purpose of the KAAC 
Newsletter is to share suc-
cessful ideas, practices, and 
information about assess-
ment in Kentucky.  If you 

have questions or comments 
or want to spotlight some-

thing going on in your 
schools, please contact 
the KAAC Newsletter 
editor, Carole Mullins 
carole.mullins@education.ky.gov  

 

 

KAAC Board Regional Representatives 

Region 1                                            
Jinger Carter 
Henderson Co. Schools 
jinger.carter@henderson.kyschools.us 
 
Region 2 
TBA 
 
Region 3 
Lou Spencer 
Jefferson Co. Schools 
lou.spencer@jefferson.kyschools.us 

 
Region 4 
Betty McKinney 
Pendleton Co. Schools 
betty.mckinney@pendleton.kyschools.us  
 
Region 5 

   Franklin Thomas 
   Bourbon Co. Schools 
   franklin.thomas@bourbon.kyschools.us  

Region 6 
Sharon Flowers 
Somerset Ind. Schools 
Sharon.flowers@somerset.kyschools.us 
 
Region 7 
Jo Ashworth 
Carter County Schools 
Jo.ashworth@carter.kyschools.us 
 
Region 8 
Carlette Kiser Harris 
Pike Co. Schools 
carlette.kiser@pike.kyschools.us 
 

  Region 9 
  Michele Reynolds 
  Fayette Co. Schools 
  michele.reynolds@fayette.kyschools.us 

 
 

    Please feel free to contact your  
    representative for assistance! 

 

Visit  

Www.kaac.org  

for updated registration information for the 
2011 KAAC Scott Trimble Workshop  

on Instruction and Assessment!! 
 

“Embracing Change” 
New Standards, New Assessments and a Focus 

on Individual Student Needs 
 

October 24-25, 2010 
Galt House  

Louisville, KY 
 

mailto:jinger.carter@henderson.kyschools.us
mailto:lou.spencer@jefferson.kyschools.us
mailto:betty.mckinney@pendleton.kyschools.us
mailto:franklin.thomas@bourbon.kyschools.us
mailto:carlette.kiser@pike.kyschools.us
mailto:michele.reynolds@fayette.kyschools.us

