
   There will be no better 

opportunity to get the 

latest information, as 

well as practical tips on 

how to provide mean-

ingful instruction and 

assessment, than at the 

KAAC conference.   

Iõll see you on October, 

24th and 25th in          

Louisville! 

 

Wayne Roberts 
KAAC President  

 

 

The crispness of autumn 
is in the air; test scores 
have been released; itõs 
time for fall tests to be 
administered; new stan-
dards are being incorpo-
rated; thereõs training to 
get and training to give; 
oh, the life of a district 
assessment coordinator in 
Kentucky!    

   Another sign of the sea-
son is the annual KAAC 
Scott Trimble Workshop 
on Instruction and Assess-
ment. The KAAC confer-
ence has a reputation of 
providing the latest infor-
mation and breakout ses-
sions that are timely and 
practical for both admin-
istrators and teachers.    

                                          

   This yearõs conference 
theme: òEmbracing 
ChangeéNew Stan-
dards, New Assessment 
and a Focus on Individ-
ual Student Needsó, 
reflects this tradition 
and certainly is timely 
and practical! 

    As schools move into 

a new era of assessment 

and accountability, we, 

who serve in the role of 

DAC, need to continue 

to focus our work on 

assisting staff to de-

velop and implement 

effective instructional 

practices that integrate 

assessment into true 

learning opportunities 

that lead to genuine 

student achievement.   
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE UPCOMING 

Scott Trimble Workshop on Instruction and Assessment 
    October 24 & 25, 2011 

 

REGISTRATION IS CLOSED.  

Instructions for adding your name to the waitlist:                                                                                           
Go to:                                                                                                                 
www.regonline.com scotttrimbleworkshoponinstructionandassess-
ment2011 

You will be instructed to enter an email address and nothing else.  If a 
cancellation occurs you will receive email notification requesting you to 
complete the registration process. 

 

FOR THOSE ALREADY REGISTERED 

 A few pre-workshop spots are still available. Please contact kaac@kaac.org if interested. 

 

IMPORTANT TRAVEL DETOUR INFORMATION  

   The Sherman Minton Bridge over the Ohio River from 
Indiana to Louisville (that is the bridge that carries I-64) was abruptly closed when poten-
tially catastrophic cracks were found in the infrastructure. The current prediction is that the 
bridge will remain closed for 6 months to 2 years. Either way, it is probably NOT going to 
be in service at Workshop time. Registrants from Western Kentucky who might have been 
coming in on I-64 will have to use an alternate route. 
   As a result of the closing of the Sherman Minton Bridge, significant additional traffic has 
been diverted onto Northbound and Southbound I-65 to cross the Kennedy Bridge. Any 
registrant who was planning to come in to downtown Louisville on Monday morning via I-
65 should probably plan on an additional 3 hours travel time. 
   Lastly, significant additional traffic is now using the Clark Memorial Bridge which has its 
South end at 2nd Street and Main Street...just two blocks east of the Galt House. This area 
is also a horrible traffic jam during morning rush hour, again adding to the need for addi-
tional time for registrants to fight their way through traffic to the parking garage at the Galt 
House. 
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Keynote Speaker  
 

Dr. Terry Holliday  

Kentucky Commissioner  

of Education  

 

Tuesday October 25, 2011  

Breakfast Ballroom A  

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.  

    

Keynote Speaker  
 

Gene Wilhoit  

Executive Director  

Council of Chief State 

School Officers  

 

Monday October 24, 2011  

Luncheon Ballroom A  

11:15 -12:15  

Scott Trimble Workshop  

on Instruction and Assessment ð 2011:  

Embracing ChangeðNew Standards, New Assessments, and       A Focus 

on Individual Student Needs 
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Keynote Speakers  
 

Ken Draut & Rhonda Sims  

Office of Assessment and   

Accountability  

 

Tuesday October 25, 2011  

Luncheon Ballroom A  

11:45 -12:45  

Scott Trimble Workshop  

on Instruction and Assessment ð 2011:  

Embracing ChangeðNew Standards, New Assessments, and       A Focus 

on Individual Student Needs 

Pre Workshop Sessions  
 

For Pre -Registered Attendees  

8:00 AM ð 11:00 AM  

 

 

Create, Perform, Create, Connect - 

Formative Assessment in Your Classroom  

Presented by  

Jana Beth Francis, District Assessment Coordinator Daviess County  

 

 

Differentiation:  Itõs Easier Than You Think 

Presented by  

Michele Reynolds, District Assessment Coordinator Fayette County   
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 Scott Trimble Workshop on Instruction and Assessment: October 24 & 25, 2011 

    2011 WORKSHOP SCHEDULE    

Monday October 24th 

 

7:00 am- 6:00 pm                 Workshop Desk Opens  
 
8:00 am-11:00 am                 Pre-Workshop Session  

 

    8:00 am ð 6:00 pm   

Vendor Exhibits Open All day 

 

11:15 am- 12:15 pm   

Light Lunch with  

            Keynote Speaker Gene Wilhoit 
    

12:30 pm- 1:30 pm         Breakout Session # 1 

 

1:45 pm -  2:45 pm                Breakout Session # 2 

  

2:45-3:15  

Break for Snacks & Beverages in  

Vendor Exhibit Area   

 

3:15 pm -  4:15 pm           Breakout Session # 3 

     

4:30 pm ð 5:30 pm           Breakout Session #4 

 

6:00 pm Workshop Desk Closes for the day  

       

Vendorsõ Exhibit Area Closes  

 
  

   Tuesday October 25th  

 
7:00 amð 2:00 pm              Workshop Desk Re-Opens  
 
8:00 am ð 9:00 am  

Light Breakfast with Keynote Speaker Dr. 

Terry Holiday, Kentucky Commissioner  

of Education 

     

 9:15 am ð 10:15 am Breakout Session # 5 

     

10:30 am ð11:30 am Breakout Session # 6 

     

11:45-1:45   

Luncheon  

DAC/BAC of the Year Awards  

KAAC Officer Elections 

 

Keynote Speakers Ken Draut, 

Associate Commissioner- Office of Assessment and 

Accountability, and Rhonda Sims  

      
  

2:00 pm       Workshop Desk Closes for 2011 
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KAAC hosted the annual informational seminar for new DACs (District Assessment 

Coordinators) on Friday, August 12 at the Gheens Center in Jefferson County. Those in attendance in-

cluded 39 registrants, 12 KAAC Executive Board Members, and 9 representatives from the KDE Office 

of Assessment & Accountability.  

 Wayne Roberts, KAAC President (Wayne Co.) opened the session by welcoming everyone and 

giving an overview of the purpose of the seminar and activities of the day. Rhonda Sims (KDE) continued 

with opening remarks and introduced those attending from KDE. The rest of the day included mini-

sessions presented by various members of the KAAC Executive Board.  

 

Sessions included: 

Role of the DACðMichele Reynolds, Fayette Co. DAC; discussed the many roles and responsibili-

ties of the DAC using a sort activity. Emphasis was placed on the weight our words carry as 

DACs and our role in instructional leadership. 

Technology:  Passwords, Online Tools, and MoreðFranklin Thomas, Bourbon Co. DAC; 

shared many tools and resources DACs can use to keep themselves organized with technology, as 

well as some of the applications DACs use regularly 

Data ReviewðCarlette Kiser, Pike Co. DAC; stressed the importance of data accuracy and the tools/

resources/timelines DACs will use to ensure accuracy 

English Learners (EL)ðJana Beth Francis, Daviess Co. DAC; shared the approach used in her 

district for providing services to English Learners, in addition to reviewing the ACCESS exam, 

our responsibilities as DACs in completing assessment requirements, and requirements to exit a 

student from the EL program. 

Non-Academic DataðTamara Lewis, Jefferson Co. Specialist-Data Analyst; described steps and 

processes necessary to complete non-academic reporting including drop-out, retention, transition 

to adult life, attendance, and graduation rate. 

EPASðBetty McKinney, Pendleton Co. DAC; explained the connection between Explore, PLAN, 

and ACT including assessment requirements, timelines, and some parent communication forms 

used in Henderson Co. 

TrainingsðBetty McKinney, Pendleton Co. DAC; gave an overview of the trainings DACs over-

see including Administration Code, Inclusion of Special Populations, Confidentiality, EPAS, Al-

ternate Assessment, Data Analysis, etc. Also shared KDE resources to help plan for these train-

ings. 

Results & CommunicationðJana Beth Francis, Daviess Co. DAC; shared strategies for promot-

ing your districtôs vision in the media as well as DCPS Media Relations Guidelines. 

New Accountability Design OverviewðJana Beth Francis, Daviess Co. DAC; shared the latest 

from KDE on the new accountability design.  

 

Kentucky is in a time of great change in assessment and accountability. Our districts 

and the greater  communities we serve will look to DACs for information and lead-

ership as we move forward. The mini-sessions presented will help DACs understand 

the nuts and bolts of the job, but more importantly the role of the DAC as an ambas-

sador for change in ensuring success for all.   

 

KAAC HOSTS ANNUAL NEW  

DISTRICT ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR WORKSHOP  
By Amanda ReedðInstructional Supervisor, LaRue County Schools 

KAAC Region 2 Board Member  
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SCENES FROM THE 2011-12 NEW  

DISTRICT ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR    

WORKSHOP  

              HOSTED BY KAAC 
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As Kentucky launches the new K-PREP assessments, some field testing must occur in fall 2011. Pearson will 
conduct a field test of new on-demand writing (ODW) prompts for use in required testing in spring 2012. Not 
all districts and schools are needed for this òtry outó of new writing prompts. A representative sample of schools 
has been identified involving approximately 100 Kentucky districts. 

Since field testing will occur in the same school year as the required testing, field tests will be administered one 
grade higher than the grades where required testing will occur in spring 2012. Field testing is planned for grades 
6, 7, 9, 11 and 12. Selected schools will administer either stand-alone/situational prompts or passage-based 
prompts.  Field test administration time varies by the type of prompt assigned to the selected schools. Stand-
alone/situational prompts require 40 minutes (30 minutes at grade 6) and passage-based prompts require 90 
minutes.  

Schools selected to participate have already been notified. The On-Demand Writing field test is scheduled for 
October 26-November 4.  Questions regarding the ODW field test may be sent to Rhonda Sims e-mail at 
Rhonda.sims@education.ky.gov. 

On-Demand Writing  
Fall Field Test 

Feedback from the field tests will inform decisions about 
the rubric, time limits, etc. for the spring assessment. 

Where does On-Demand Writing Appear in the Standards?  
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing: Standard #10 

Range of Writing: 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

**************************************************************************************  

What other Writing Standards Address Skills Assessed with OD Writing?  
All 10! Although Standards 1-4 are more easily assessed in an On-Demand writing situation 

 
College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing: 
Standard 1:  Write argumentsé 
 
Standard 2:  Write informative/explanatory textsé 
 
Standard 3:  Write narrativesé 
 
Standard 4:  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 
                    are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience... 

mailto:Rhonda.sims@education.ky.gov
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State -Required Assessments Beginning in 2011 -2012

OAA:DSR:2/14/2011 5

GRADE
Reading 

(KCAS)

Writing  

(KCAS)

Mathematics 

(KCAS)

Science 

(CC 4.1)

Social Studies 

(CC 4.1)
EPAS

3 CRT/NRT CRT/NRT

4 CRT/NRT Editing/Mechanics CRT/NRT CRT/NRT

5 CRT/NRT
On-demand Writing

CRT/NRT CRT/NRT

6 CRT/NRT

Editing/Mechanics

and On -demand 

Writing
CRT/NRT

7 CRT/NRT CRT/NRT CRT/NRT

8 CRT/NRT On-demand Writing CRT/NRT CRT/NRT EXPLORE

9

End of 

Course 

English II

End of Course 

Algebra II

End of 

Course 

Biology

End of Course 

U.S. History

10 On-demand Writing

PLAN

(Used to meet 

required testing of 

editing/mechanics.)

11 On-demand Writing ACT

12

KCAS=Kentucky Core Academic Standards      CC 4.1=Core Content for Assessment,4.1                                            

EPAS=Educational Planning and Assessment System by ACT, Inc.
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KDE Update Looking Forward to 2012  

  

 

2012 Test in Grades 3 -8:  

The State Test 
Blended model built with criterion-referenced test (CRT) and norm-referenced 

test (NRT) items.  The NRT will be a purchased test and the CRT portion will have 

custom items created for Kentucky. 
Both NRT/CRT will appear in one booklet. Test results will include NRT scores and 

student performance levels (Novice, Apprentice, Proficient and Distinguished). 
Kentucky Content Standards 

      Reading, Mathematics and Writing based on Kentucky Core Academic Standards 

(KY adopted Common Core) 
      Science and Social Studies based on Kentucky Core Content for Assessment, 4.1 

 
 

2012 Test in Grades 9 -12:  
 
The State Test 

Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) approved an End of Course program. In 2011-

2012, tests will be purchased for four courses (Algebra II, English II, US History and 

Biology). Additional courses added in 2012-2013. 
The testing of on-demand writing is required twice and editing and mechanics is 

required once in high school. 
Kentucky Content Standards 

      Reading, Mathematics and WritingñKentucky Core Academic Standards (KY 

adopted Common Core) 
Science and Social StudiesñKentucky Core Content for Assessment, 4.1 

 

 

End-of-Course Exams Information Available on KDE Website :  

 

Power Point with Voice Over  

 http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/ 

       Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/CCS+Resources.htm 

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/CCS+Resources.htm
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/CCS+Resources.htm
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/CCS+Resources.htm
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Curriculum+Documents+and+Resources/CCS+Resources.htm
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KDE Update Looking Forward to 2012  

  

 

 

 

WHAT IS CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE?  

Constructed response, as defined in Senate Bill 1, is a general term that describes any 

type of item where students must develop or build a response to a question or 
prompt: 

Fill in the Blank 

Short Answer 

Extended Answer 

Open Response Format 

On-Demand Format 

 

 

 
 

 

October is National Book 
Month. This annual event 

brings awareness to the im-
portance of reading and     

encourages readers of all ages 
to enjoy books. 


